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Chris Coppin is the Legal Director of the Conference of Western Attorneys General and has served in that capacity since 2007. Prior to that, Chris worked at the New Mexico Attorney General’s Office for 24 years. Chris served as Special Counsel to the New Mexico Attorney General from 2000 to 2007. Prior to serving as Special Counsel, Chris was an Assistant Attorney General in the Litigation Division. Before joining the New Mexico Attorney General’s Office, Chris worked briefly in private practice and served for six years with various legal aid programs in New Mexico.
Experience:
In the 24 years with the New Mexico Attorney General, Chris was involved in major litigation for the State that required him to appear in federal court, state court and before state and federal administrative tribunals, including the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals, the New Mexico Supreme Court and the New Mexico Court of Appeals. He represented the State of New Mexico as an amicus or a party in five different federal circuit courts and the United States Supreme Court.

Chris defended the State against three lawsuits filed in federal court by Indian tribes and pueblos wherein the tribes were attempting to have the federal courts rule that the New Mexico Supreme Court erred in holding that the New Mexico Legislature had to approve gaming compacts under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act. Those cases were all decided in favor of the State. 

Chris represented the State in an action against twelve gaming tribes for failure to make revenue sharing payments under New Mexico’s compact with the tribes.  The State settled with twelve tribes for $140 million dollars in back payments and future payments of $60 million dollars per year.

Chris represented the Attorney General before the Nuclear Regulatory Commission in the licensing case of Louisiana Energy Services and its application for construction of a uranium enrichment facility in Eunice, New Mexico. That case was settled on terms that protect the State against long-term storage of nuclear waste in New Mexico.  

Chris was lead counsel in other major cases, such as, the City of El Paso’s water claims in Southern New Mexico; the Jackson case, involving the State’s facilities for developmentally disabled citizens; the State’s claim to overcharges for price control violations by major oil companies; water pollution claims on the Rio San Jose and litigation over the methods used in conducting the federal census.

Chris successfully defended the Taxation and Revenue Department in the case of Brewer Oil, et al. v. State of New Mexico and T. Glenn Ellington, Secretary of the Taxation and Revenue Department, No. CV-2002-325 (5th Judicial District). The plaintiffs challenged New Mexico’s gasoline excise tax exemptions for Indian tribes as discriminatory to non-Indians.
Chris prosecuted over a thousand cases of consumer fraud and professional misconduct before boards and commissions, such as the Accountancy Board, the Construction Industries Commission, the Real Estate Commission, the Board of Nursing, the Board of Architects Examiners, the Board of Psychologist Examiners and the Engineers and Surveyors Board.
In private practice, Chris did research under contract for the New Mexico Taxation and Revenue Department in Cotton Petroleum’s challenge to New Mexico’s severance taxes on oil and gas production on Indian lands. See Cotton Petroleum v. State of New Mexico, 490 U.S. 163 (1983).
As staff attorney with Southern New Mexico Legal Services and the Legal Aid Society of Albuquerque, Chris represented low-income clients in state and federal courts and before administrative bodies, including the Immigration and Naturalization Service.  

Education

1974 - 1977         JD         University of Notre Dame


1971 - 1974          BBA       Eastern New Mexico University

Chris is admitted to practice before the United States Supreme Court; the Circuit Courts of Appeals for the Second, Third, Tenth, District of Columbia and the Temporary Emergency Circuits; the New Mexico Federal District Court and the State Courts of New Mexico. 

