
Lance has been a practicing Forensic Scientist for almost 36 years.  Beginning in 1974 he worked continuously for the CA Dept. of Justice until his retirement in May of 2008. Lance spent his early years as Criminalist processing crime scenes, conducting examinations on firearms, physiological fluids, hairs, fibers, arson, and drug and alcohol evidence.  Additionally, he has testified over 1,000 times in his career, lectured on various aspects of Criminalistics, and has given formal presentations at scientific seminars across the country. Starting in 1989 Lance spent 13 years establishing the DNA laboratory.  As Director of the DNA Laboratory, Lance managed over 140 employees and was responsible for six programs involving DNA technology.  In 2002, Lance was promoted to the position of Chief of the Bureau of Forensic Services.  As Chief, Lance was in charge of all aspects of running the DNA Laboratory, 10 regional forensic science laboratories, as well the Latent Print, Question Document, and the Toxicology units along with the California Criminalistics Institute.  Following his retirement from CA DOJ, Lance remained active in the profession of forensic science. Lance is a member of the UC Berkeley Human Rights Center Advisory Board and has partnered with the HRC in a project utilizing DNA technology to reunite families separated in El Salvador’s civil war.  Lance has served on Chile’s Presidential Commission on DNA established to assist Chile in identifying the human remains of the "disappeared" and assisted Chile’s genetics laboratory in preparing for accreditation.

