CWAG Energy Summit
February 16-17, 2012
Big Sky Resort
Big Sky, Montana
Meeting Content and Discussion:

This conference is open to all government and private sector attendees.  The theme of the summit is, Energy Policy Versus Process.  We will be focusing on the Attorneys General role in every aspect from discovery to transmission of energy. The Attorneys General recognize that as worldwide energy demand continues to rise, there is market-driven pressure to further develop natural resources. The Western United States contains vast energy potential, from its traditional resources like coal, hydro, natural gas, and oil, to more recent capacities to deliver energy from wind, solar, biofuels, biomass, and geothermal.

At the same time, energy development and delivery has become much more complex and competitive. Newer techniques and technologies move from the drawing table to application with remarkable ease, making it increasingly difficult to plan for the infrastructure necessary to keep pace. Energy development and delivery impacts our physical environment, communities, infrastructure and economy. But in this rapidly shifting field, these impacts are often difficult to predict.  

In the midst of all of this change, the regulatory environment is also shifting, adding to the uncertainty faced by businesses that are often challenged to seek risk avoidance in pursuit of core business objectives.

Historically, Public Utility Commissions had sole oversight of the energy industry. But in the face of dramatic change and partial deregulation, the traditional regulatory model has proven at times to be a cumbersome or inadequate tool for protecting consumers. Similarly, state and federal regulations continually evolve to address the impacts of new and changing techniques and technologies on communities and the environment. But the new requirements are often time consuming to adopt, very controversial, and in response to problems that have already occurred. As a result, Attorneys General, not only in the West, but throughout the U.S., are becoming increasingly engaged in these issues.

Energy industry companies, regulators, NGOs, consumers, and others affected by energy development and delivery must stay abreast of this rapidly evolving environment. An historical perspective is valuable but not enough. Looking at the experiences of neighboring states in the West (and across the nation) can provide insight into addressing the challenges related to responsibly sourcing, distributing and consuming energy. This summit will explore both the risks and opportunities that lie in the future of energy development, delivery, and use in the West, and the role that Attorneys General are playing to shape that future.

Topics to be addressed include:

1. Price Gouging vs. Price Volatility: From the oil fields to the pump ensuring consumers have a level playing field in tough economic times.

2. Policy, Process and Cost: The balance between the development of renewable energy, the regulatory environment and the cost benefit analysis to businesses and consumers.

3. Impact of boom development on local economies, public health, and public safety.

4. The Politics of Energy Delivery: Public need meets environmental impacts and private costs, and the certainty required for prudent investment.

5. Exploration of collaborative efforts to find solutions.
6. Trends in Energy Policy

Program Development:

Please see the attached Draft Agenda. The agenda will continue to evolve over the next several weeks.  Questions or comments can be directed to CWAG Legal Director Chris Coppin, Chris.Coppin@cwagweb.org



 

Previously registered attendees and regular recipients of the CWAG Round Up email list will receive a copy via email.  Please complete the attached form and return to CWAG by February 10.  To receive the most current agenda for this conference please email CWAG Legal Director Chris Coppin at Chris.Coppin@cwagweb.org.
Hotel Information:
Summit at Big Sky Resort




1 Lone Mountain Trail




Big Sky, MT  59716



406.995.8000 – Local switchboard for Summit Hotel/Condos



406.995.8095 – (fax for Summit Hotel/Condos)



800.548.4486 – Reservations
The Energy Summit will begin at 8:30am on Thursday, February 16 and adjourn at Noon on Friday, February 17.  
The Summit at Big Sky is a condominium hotel that caters to families, therefore there is a limited number of king rooms available.  A full breakfast in Peaks Restaurant located in the Summit is included in the room rate.  

CWAG has a block of rooms reserved at a discounted rate of:






       1
              2
     3             4

Summit Studio (Queen Murphy bed):       $244     $269
Summit (2 Queens):


     $285       
$310      $335      $360
Summit King (subject to availability)                      $295       $320
1 Bedroom (4 guests):


     $555

2 Bedroom (6 guests):


     $720

The above rates do not include tax and service fees which are currently 17%.  
The discounted room rate is also good 3 days pre and post meeting based on availability.  Big Sky Resort is known as one of the best ski resorts in the country.  As many people have indicated an interest in staying and skiing for the President’s Day Weekend, we encourage people to make room and flight reservations as soon as possible.

To make reservations, please call 800.548.4486 no later than January 24, 2012 and ask for the Conference of Western Attorneys General room block.  A deposit of one night’s room and tax is required at the time of your reservation.  Please be aware that there is a 21 day cancellation policy and check in is at 4:00pm with check out at 11:00am.  Rooms are not guaranteed before the 4:00p check in time so you should plan your flight schedule accordingly.
All units and buildings are non-smoking and guests will enjoy complimentary high-speed wireless internet access in both guest rooms and meeting rooms as well as complimentary access to the fitness center.
Valet parking is available for $15/day and self-parking in the open parking lot is complimentary.
Transportation:
Airlines

Attendees should fly into Gallatin Field Airport in Bozeman, MT (BZN).  Gallatin Field Airport is served by Alaska/Horizon, Allegiant, Delta/Skywest, Frontier, Northwest & United/United Express.
Rental Cars

The rental car center is located adjacent to the baggage claim area and includes several on-airport rental car companies including Avis, Budget, Dollar, Hertz, National and Thrifty. 

From Bozeman, Big Sky is a 45-minute drive on US Highway 191 through the beautiful Gallatin River Canyon.
Shuttles

Karst Stage Motorcoach provides shuttle service to the Big Sky Resort.   Online reservations, schedule and rates are available at www.karststage.com or call 800.287.4579.  Reservations are required.
Shuttle to Big Sky & Taxi is Big Sky's local taxi service with over 20 years of experience.  They offer safe, comfortable and affordable door to door airport transportation, with friendly and knowledgeable drivers.  Call 888.454.5667 for information and rates (as low as $42.50 per passenger) or www.bigskytaxi.com. 
Lift Tickets:  If you will be extending your stay for some skiing, lift tickets will be available at the discounted rate of $63 plus 3% tax per adult, per day to meeting attendees.  Your name will be on a list and forwarded to the Concierge desk and Ticket Sales where you can purchase your lift tickets.

Attire:   Since Big Sky is a ski resort the meeting attire will be resort casual – khakis, nice jeans, sweaters, polo shirts.  Please bring an appropriate coat and shoes since we will be walking outside to get to our luncheon.
Registration:  The registration fee for government attendees is waived.  The registration fee for SAGE & Non Profit attendees is $795.00 and for private sector attendees is $995.00 which includes lunch and a reception on Thursday evening.  A full breakfast buffet at Peaks Restaurant in the Summit is served daily and is included in the room rate.  
Please complete the attached registration form and indicate a billing preference.  Fax this form to the CWAG office at 916.323.0241 or email it to Joy Orr at joy.orr@doj.ca.gov no later than Friday, February 10.  

Questions regarding registration can be directed to CWAG Executive Assistant Joy Orr at 916.322.6431 or joy.orr@doj.ca.gov.  
Questions regarding the agenda can be directed to CWAG Legal Director Chris Coppin at 505.222.9175 or chris.coppin@cwagweb.org or Executive Director Karen White at 916.323.1992 or karen.white@cwagweb.org.

CWAG Energy Summit
February 16-17, 2012
Big Sky Resort
Big Sky, Montana
Name: _______________________________________________      

Title:  
_________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

                _______________________________________________

Phone: _____________________ Fax: _________________​​______ 

Email: _________________________________________________
Food Allergies/Dietary Restrictions: __________________________

Registration Fee Payable to CWAG:

Waived –   State/Government Attendee  


$795.00 – SAGE & Non Profit Attendee: ______

$995.00 – Private Sector Attendee 
   ______  

_____ Bill my office at the above address

_____ Payment to follow by mail

Please mail or fax this form to:

CWAG

1300 I St.

Sacramento, CA  95814

916.323.0241 (fax)[image: image1][image: image2]
