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2018 State Legislative Overview
SPORTS BETTING

(legislative status as of June 21, 2018)

A total of six sports betting bills in three states are still active in 2018 or carried over to the 2018 legislative session from last year



New Jersey, Rhode Island, and West Virginia have enacted legislation authorizing single-game 
sports betting in 2018. In 2017, Pennsylvania and Mississippi both did the same, and in 2013, New 
York did so. Those six states are developing regulations to govern sports betting.

In 2014, New Jersey passed a law partially repealing the state’s prohibitions on sports betting. In 
2009, Delaware passed a law enabling single-game sports betting through its state lottery. The 
professional sports leagues and NCAA sued both states and enjoined both bills at the time of 
passage, arguing they violated PASPA. With PASPA now ruled unconstitutional by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, these laws are back in effect.

2018 State Legislative Overview
SPORTS BETTING

(legislative status as of June 21, 2018)



Legal vs. Illegal 

While there isn’t specific data to cite, anecdotally CA, NY, TX and FL are 
the largest Illegal sports betting markets in the US.

The American Gaming Association estimates that prior to the repeal of 
PASPA, Americans placed $150 billion a year in illegal sports bets. Legal 
sports betting revenue in Nevada in 2017 was $4.87 billion. 



Revenue and Tax Implications

Oxford Economics estimates that a mature legal sports betting market in the US will result in a handle of 
$287.4 billion and gaming revenue of $18.7 billion. This scenario assumes sports betting is legal in every 
state, no league fee, a 10% state GGR tax rate, and that consumers are able to bet in casinos, online and 
at retail locations.

Oxford Economics estimates that a mature legal sports betting market in the US will result in $1.9 billion in 
state gaming tax revenue. This scenario assumes sports betting is legal in every state, no league fee, a 
10% state GGR tax rate, and that consumers are able to bet in casinos, online and at retail locations.



Below is a list of sports betting bills currently active in the 2018 legislative session. (Note that 
companion bills in each branch of a state legislature are counted as separate bills in the total, 
but are listed together in the table).



2018 Enacted Bills



Bills Enacted Prior to 2018
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